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Martin Luther King, Jr. is an importart subject for sericus study. He
was a Elack man, a middle class minister with a Ph.D., and symbolzcally the
most important leader of the civil rights movement during ‘the late 195¢s
ang early 136@s. He was given untcld honors including Time wagazive "Man of
the Year" and the Ncbel Peace Frize. He was jailed, beaten, stabbed, and
finally murdered. He is the first Black leader given reccgrnition with a
federal holiday. Every American should understand and appreciate King's
contribution to Black people, to all Americans, to all of humanity. Mare
important tharn this, however 15 the reed to realize that Dr. King's agenda
has nat been completed. In fact, Black people have lost ground and
continue to lose ground in the 158@s.

The main contribution of Martin Luther King, Jr. was to lead the last
great reform movement possible to save the USA. He became an outztanding
citizen of the USA who accepted the legitimacy of the basic system while
disagreeing with some parts of it. Indeed, this same saciety killed Mart:@w
Luther King. King was brutally assassinated as he was: trying to charge the
focus from race to class, and transform the civil rights movement inta the
poor peoples campaign. His exper1ences revolve around the issues of race,
naticrality, and social class.

King developed as a leader through three ideclcogical political
struggles. He summed up each stage in a published book:

1. BSpontanecus mass protest and the challenge of leadership {(Mont gamery
Bus Boycott, summed up in Stride Toward Freedom [13583);

€. Racist térror versus Black self deferise (ermlngham Protests, summed
up in Why We Can't Wait [19631); and

i

3. Reform versus revolution, the crisis of FHlack Fower (Chicagoc and
Mississippi Marches, summed up in Where__Do_We Bo From Here: Chaos or
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Each stage presented new challenges in corncrete campaigns of struggle, and
each book presents ideology and politics in Kings own words.

In studying King’s work (topics 3, 4, 5, 6 and 7, in this study guide) we
have to first.understand the Black Church as the context for his life and
the general character of the movements for civil rights arnd HFlack
liberation (topics it and 2). Further, after systematically reviewing his
life as a Black leader we have to evaluate his contribution (covered in
topice 8, 9 and 1@). The most important conclusicns will be based on the
necessity of carrying forward King's work from a dream - to blueprints and
concrete plans. The issues remain. Our decisions and our acticrs will be
the real memorial to King -- in the ' final analysis, we the people are the
determining factor.
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BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH

Martin Luther King, Jr. (1929 - 1988)

Phase One: Origins_and Gualificatiggé'
1863 Rev Adam Daniél Williams born, maternal grandfather of
Martin Luther King, became pastor of Ebenezer

Baptist Church in 1834

1898 Rev Martin Luther King S5r. borrn, became pastor of
Ebenezer Baptist Church in 1931

199 Rev Martin Luther King Jr. born, after his sister Willie
Christine and befcre his brother Alfred Danie:

1347 Ordairned a Baptist minister by his father and ' became
Assistant Pastor of Ebenezer Baptist Church

1948 Graduated from Morehouse College, EA
1951 Graduated from Crozer Theolagical Seminary, BD'
1953 Married Coretta Scott King, from Marion Alabama

who graduated from Antioch College and the

New England Conservatory of Music

Phase Two: The Making of a New Minigtry‘

1954 Irnstalled as 20th pastor of the Dexter Averwe Church in
Moritgocmery, Alabama

1935 Birth of lst child, Yolarda Denise
{

Graduated from Boston University, FhD

Rosa Parks begins the Montgomery Bus Boycott protest
movement which lasts for almost a year

1936 Supreme Court Ruling mandates the integration of buses in

Mcntgomery thus the bus boycott movement is
victorious
1957 The Southern Christian Leadership Confererce is formed

and King is elected the first president

‘Martin and Coretta attend'independence celebration in
Ghana as guest of the rew President Kwame Nkrumah

Birth of &nd child, Martin Luther King 111

1958 First book, STRIDE TOWARD FREEDOM

3
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Phase Three: The fimerican_Test of Nonviclence

—— e e e e i e s i e e s e s i s et

1960 King moves to Atlanta and becomes co-pastor with his
father of Ebernezer Baptist Church

13961 Birth of 3rd child, Dexter Scott

The Rlbany campaign begins leading to mass arrests, but
the goals of the protests were not attaived

1963 Birth of 4th child, Bernice Albertirne
Begirming of the Birmingham campaign, EBlack peaple
experienced the most savage reign of tervor of
the entire 136@'s
Second book, STRENGTH TO LOVE

The assassination of Medgar Evers, NAACF leader of Mississippi
The assassination of John Kernedy, Fresident of the U.S5.A.

1964 Third book, WHY WE CAN'T WARIT
Nobel Peace Prize awarded in Oslo Narway

Phase_Four: The Challenne of Black Power

1365 THE ASSASSINATION OF MALCOLM X

1366 King expands his work to the worth with a campaign to end
slums in Chicago

King Joirns Mississippi march after James Meridith was
shot, and was confronted by the new SNCC slogan
Black Power

1967 Fourth book, WHERE DO WE GO FROM HERE

SCLC forms the Foor Feaples Campaigrn to unite poor whites
and Blacks

1968 Fifth book, TRUMPET OF CONSCIENCE

THE ASSASSINATION OF MARTIN LUTHER KING
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1 - Black Protest_and_Black History

The Black experience has gone through three basic econcmic stages: the
slave experience, the rural share cropping experience, and the urban
industrial experiernce. In political matters each stage has focused on its
own pgeal orientation: human rights, civil rights, and equal rights. Ivi.
this sense the Civil War, and the constitutional amerdmerts were
revolutionary shifts in the pelitical status of Blacks from slave to free,
but freedom came in degrees. This is the context of the Civil Righls
movement. :

Black pecple have faced the multiple pkoblems of race, naticrality, ard
class. And, there has never been a period when Blacks failed to protest
against exploitation and oppressicon. Every period has had Elacks who have
provided "world class” leadership, e.g. Paul Robeson, WEE Du Bois, and
Frederick Douglas. But King had the privilege of having the greatest Black
mass protest movement validate his leadership. Marcus Barvey is the only
cther Black mass leader.

Reqguired Reading

Abdul Alkalimat and Asscciates, Introducticon _to Afrco-fAmerican_Studies: A

Pecples_ _College__Frimer. Chicage: Ccoperative Research Network, Db

edition, 1385.
Guestions

1. Whern Black people originally became part of ARumerican society’ aid
they have to struggle for peace, freedom, and economic secw ity?
How did Africans beccme Americans {(or Afro-Americans)? (chaplers 4,
5, and &)

#, During each major stage of Afro-American history what were the
critical political issues? Discuss human rights, civil rights, arnc
equal rights. ({(chapter 13)

3. Cogpgre different class experierces of Black people. (chapters 7
. and 8) . ;

4., Compare the Key organizations of the Civil Rights movement of the
136@s. Include NRARCP, UL, CORE, SCLC, and SNCC. (chapter 14

Supplemental Heading

1. Clay Carson, In__Struggle:_ _SNCC__ang__the_ _Black__Awakening of the

196@s. Cambridge: Harvard University Fress, 1981.

2. Vincent Harding, The_0Other Awmerican Revolution. Los Angeles: Cernter

for Afro-American Studies UCLA, 138@.

3. Doug McRdam, Fglitical_ Frocess _and__the Develepment _of EBiagi

Insurgency 133@-1378. Chicago: University of Chicage PFresms, 1

3
4., Pugust Meier and Elliot Ruderick, CORE: A_Study on_the Civil Rights

Movement 1942-1968. New York: Oxford University Fress, 1373,

5. Aldon Morris, The Origins of the _Civil Rights Movemert. New York:
The Free Press, 1384, : :
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Relipion and the church are the critical instituticnal forces that have
giver structure and ccherence to Black life. Wilmore states:

+ « « there are three characteristics of the radical tradition
in Black religicn: (1) the quest for 1ndependerce from white
control; (&) the revalorization of the  image of Africa; and (3)
the acceptance of protest and agitation as thealogical
prerequisite for BRlack liberation and the liberaticn of all
appressed peoples. :

King made an essential contribution to this tradition by demanstrating
his rhetarrcal skill te¢ link Black traditional religion with Americarn
political culture. Adis rhetoric captured the fire and fermert iatent 1n
.his congregation of the cppressed. ' !

Overall, the Black Church is the cultural armd sccial fourdation of the
Afrc-American nationality. Especially during the rural period, and in the
'south, but extending until the present, the church has beern the primary
-center for Black leadership and resource mabilizaticr. in’ gerneral its
conservative wing has beeri more powerful tham its radical wing, except
under slavery.

Required Reacing

Gayrand S. wiimore' slack_Keli ';r aré Elack Badicalism: fn__Interpretationr
§5B§ng_ag;;gigu§1u§§faﬁiEaf“5%§é=nﬁéfz§§ﬁ:Eé§§xé?‘maﬁyﬁﬁérr:J“Nv?'"DFBraf

Guestions

1. How - did religion and the Black  Church contribute to ercing
slavery? (chapters 1-4) .

2. - What has been the relaticrship between Rlack religion anﬁ 'Black .
nationalism? Discuss Martin Delanyé Rlexarnder Crummwell, Edward
Hlyden, and Herry Turner. (chapter 5) -

3. Compare the lives &f Martin Luther-Kin§ and Malcolm X in terms of
religion and Elack protest. (chapter 7)

4. whét:impact‘did the BElack Fower movement have on the cﬁurch and .
Black theaology? {(chapter 8) : oo

Supplemertal Reading

1. Gayrand Wilmore ard James Core Black_Theclogy: A Documéntggx
History. Maryknoll, NY: Orbis, 1973,

2. E. Frarklin Frazier, The Ngg:g Church__in__America. New Yark:
Schockern Books, 1963. ' . _ .

3. Carter G. Woodsorn The History of _the Negrc_ _Church. Washington,
D.C.: Associated buBszhers, 15357

4. Vincent Harding, There igvﬁ Rivgr: 'Thg Black §§rua?lg_fgr_ﬁrggggm '
in_America. New York: Harcourt Brace Jovanavich, 13

S. Jgggs Baldwir, Go_Tell it Or_the Mountain: New York: Dial Fress,
1 . : '
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' III - The_Biography of Martin Luther King, Jr.

Kings life represents the developmert of a middle class elite and the
develcpment of a militant protest leader. His first twenty-five years
represented the fashioning of an authentic HRlack wmwicdle clase pedigree.
Kirng was born the third gerneration mirnisterial heir to a big influential
Baptist church, entered ccllege at 10 and earred degrees at Morehouse (BR,
1948), Crozer Theclogical Semipary (ED, 1931), and Boston University (FhD,
1955). He married Co#etta Scott  in 1953 and went on to have four child%en.
He was destined toa play a significant role irv the Black church, but nct as
an institutional leader managing administrative rescuwrces. HKing was to  be
the symbol of the largest moavement of protest striving to complete the
democratic tasks of the Civil War = full ci{izenship forr Black.peaople. He

"was the first Elack leader popularized by television, : . ’

Required Reading

Davis Lewis; King:_ A Critical Eicgraphy. Urbana: Uraversity of 1llincis
Fress, 1583. . :

Guestions

1. What route 1ed‘King to the middle class? This sccial mebility took

-~ 3 generations. - ) : S

2. Nhét‘ were thé major educational experiences that shapéd Kirng's
life? Cover_ coilege, divinity schocl, and graduate school.

3. Discuss Kirg as a family man. cover his parents, ,brather,
marriage, and four children.

4. Wnat personal characteristics best served King as a charismatic
leader?. R o o '

'Supplemertal Reading

1. Lerone Bennett, What Marver _of_ _Man. Chicago: Johnisaorn Fublishing,

pALS PP ANEY T~ 0.3 N5 3 SRPUIPIE g EPUpUnS . 3 04

1968. . :

2. Lawrence Reddick, Crusader Without Viclence: A Kicgraghy of Martin
Luther Kirng. New York: Harper and Row, 1399
L

3. Coretta.Scott King,,My_Life with Martin
Holt, Ranehart, and Wirnstern, (385, =

4, John Williams,. The_ King_ _God Didrn't Save: Reflections_or_the Life

and_Death of Martin_Luther Ring, _Jr.. New York: Coward-Mclant,
Inc., 1978@.

5. Stephen E. Dakes, Let _the Irgﬁeét_ﬁgﬂaga__lhg Life_of Martin_Luther

King,_Jr.. New York: New American Library,

»
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IV - Theological Aspects of MLK

King was a christian thealogian who focused cn the power of  love. He
stressed that Jesus was the best example of "Lave in Retion,” and explained
the nregative impact of hate. King believed that fearr cauld best be
mastered four ways: self consciousness, courage, love, and faith. He
criticized the view that markind could sclve their problemd without Bod, or
that God would handle things so pecple could simply pray to God., King
believed that faith arnd good deeds were the critical irgredients for
sclutions. King stressed the need to be touch minded and tenderhearted,
combining the qualities of the serpent with that of the dove. King wrged
Black people to be like both. On the political-ideclagical level he viewet
the difference between christianity and communism as irreconcilable. But
he went on to point ocut that only with "the revolutiornary gospel of Jesus
Christ” that Boldly challenges the sccio—econcinic status que is it possible
for christians to compete with commurnish.

Requared Reading

King, Strength_to Love. New York: Harper and Row, 1963.

Guestions

[
.

Why does King believe that only through love and norviclence will
pecple sclve problems?  (chapters 4, 9, and 7)

\

o

. What were King’s views on overcoming fear anc evil? (chapters 14
and 15) °

Why does King demand to be judged by his head angd his heart?
{chapter 14)

W

4. What was King's christian view of commdnisn? (chapter (&)

Supplemental Readiwng

e et e s o

&. Howard Thurman, Jesus_and_the Disinherited. Nashville: Bbingdor
Press, 1949. :

3. Kermeth Smith and Ira Zepp, Jr., Search_for__the Eelcved Commurity:

%gg Thinking_of Martin_Luther King,_ Jr. Valley Forge: Judson Fress,
4 . ‘ .

4. James Core, "Martin Luther King, Jr.: The Elack Church ard Black
Theoleogy. " The_ Western_Jgurnal of blgck Studies, 8:&, 1384, pages

32-98.
S.  MWarren Steinkraus, "Martin Luther Kin?'g . Personalism and
Nen-Viclence,” Journal _of the History of deas, 34:1, Jan-Mar,

1973, pages 57—111.
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V- - King_in_Struggle: #1 Montgowery

King moved into leadership of the mest influential Elack Church in an
crganized Black community. The mavement in Mcrmtgomery was a boycott of the
city buses tc end segregated seating. This struggle was cevelaped by team
work, ‘local leadership and the donation of rescurces from Gthe Black
commurniity. Two key figures were Rosa Farks and E.D.  Nixor. The civil
rights movement was a context for nonviclence to be a theary iv actioa, and
King developed six key corcepts about rnonviclent resistarce. The Black
community was held together by unity rocted in the churches and the
necessity ta unite against racist reprisals. There were nrew sccial
relations develcoped for over a year that held the protest together. The
buses were integrated, but only the buses. Montgomery was a limited
victory, more was accomplished for the natiornal movement - the symbal of
victary - than the local community because the protest movement failed to
maintain its momentum agairnst other manifestaticns of segregaticn.  Then,
King and Abernathy mcved to Atlanta. '

Required Reading

King, Stride Tocward Freedom. New York: Harper and Row, 1958.

Questions

1. How did the Bus Baycott protest start? {chapterse 3 and 4) Discuss
the roles played by Rosa Farks, E.D. Nixan, and Martin Luther Kirg,
Jr.

2. - Discuss the six point theory of nornviclence. {chapter &)

3. What was the actual year of struggle like? blscuss the moves and
counter moves of the boycott. (chapters 5, 7, &, and 9)

4. Was the struggle in Mantgomery & victory? (chapters 1@ arng 11)

SupplementallReading

1. Lamont Yeaky, "The Montgomery, Alabama Bus Boyﬁott." {Fh. D,
Dissertaticn, Columbia University, 19735.) .

2. Preston Valier, "The Montgomery Eus Protest acs a Sccial  Movewent, "
in Race Relaticns: Problem_and Theery, ed. by J. Masucka ard k.

Valier. Chapel HIII: University of Nerth Carclira Fress, 1981,
pages 11iz2-127. .

- 3. . Jacquelyne Clark, These Rights They Seek: B Comparison_of the Goals

e 2 s e g e Y s e S e e o o s e e W s o e s o . e -t o f S e - s

and__Technigues_ _of Local Civil Riphts__Ornarnizaticrs. Washington,

.C.: Public Rffairs Press, 136%, \

4. J. Mills Thorntaon, "Challernge and Respornse in the Montqome»¥ Bus
Boycott of 1955—5@.",Qlabama Review: A Guarterly Journal of Alabama

R

History, 32-33, 1373-B@, pages 165-235.

5. Thomas Gilliam, "The Montgomery Bus Boycott of 1955-195¢." (MA
Thesis, Auburn University, 1968. .
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After eight years the nrnonviclent protests led to violernt urban
insurrection because there was little change for Black urban youth., King
developed rernewed commitment tc monviclent resistarnce as.a tactic for mass
action. The Birmingham campaign - known as Project C - was desigred to
desegregate the city and spark a response from the federal goverrment.
This was Kings first major planned campaign, and several rew tactics were
used - mass arrests, youth demonstratcors, and secretive . plarnming tactics
like a military operation. While serving a jail term for his militant
protest, Kirng wrote & famocus letter in respornse to coriticism from a group
of white ministers. This letter became the manifeste of liberal religicws
forces against the cornservative racist practices of churches.

Birmingham was a turning point in the movement. Northerrn Blacks seemed
to reject ronviclence, and cities were turned intc battle fields. In
Birmingham, racist white city officials turned fire hoses ard dogs o
nenviclent demenstrators and racist white terrcorists bombed a church guring
services and killed four Black little girls while they prayed. '

Required Reading

King, Why We Carn’t Wait. New York: New American Library, 1363,
Guestions

1. How did King evaluate the conditions facing the movement in 19637
A{chapters 1 and 2)

2. What were the high points of the movemernt in Birmirghan?

3. How did King defernd himself from white racist conservative
ministers?

4. Was the struggle in Rirmingham & victory?

Supplemental Reading

1. Alan F. Westin and Barry Mahcvern, The__Trial cof Martin_Luther_ King.
New York: Thamas Crowell Co., 1974. '

3. Lgrone Bermett, The_Negro__Mood. Chicago: ‘Johnson Pub}ishing Co.,
1364.

4. Vivncent Harding, "A Begirming in Birmingham." The_Reporter,; Jure &,
1963, pages 13-113.

3. David GBarrow, Frotest_at Selma: Martin Luther KingL Jr._ _and _the
y -

Voting_Rights Act_of I365. New Haver: Yale University Fress, 13978

10
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VI1 - King_in Struggle: #3 Northern Battles

Out of the violent suppressicn of the civil rights movement and the urban
insurrections came a recriertdtion of the wmovement. The goal of racial
integration was joired by economic justice and political power. King was
- sober about this development: "Achievemert of these (new) goals will be a
lot more difficult and require much more disciplire, understanding,
organization and sacrifice.”

The key political slcgan that challernged King's leadership was “Rlack
Fower." GSNCC, CORE, and militant artist/intellectuals began to give
rhetorical leadership to the new working class militancy. King began to
recegnize some positive aspects of Hlack Power but essentially rejected it
as being doomed to failure. Kings response to this challerge was to
develop a new set of proposals to give more energy and relevarice to the
movement in this new situaticon.

Kirng was led by the growing militancy of the movement, ard its
‘development of an international orientation. He believed the Black
movement was relevant on a world scale because of the issues of race,
class, and war. He believed we all lived in the "world house,

Required Reading

Kirng, Where__Do_We Go_From Here:. Chacs or Community? New York: Harper and
Row, 18&7. :
Guestions
l. King explaired twc stages struggle, a struggle for decency and for

equality. Discuss how King compares the fight against Black
??pression with the fight apainst economic exploitaticn. {chapten

2. Discuss King's view of the strengths and weakresses of the cantept
of Black Power. (chapter 2)

3. HKing proposed five rnew paints of emphasis tc contince the Elack
movement. Discuss. (chapter 4)

4. Why dces King make a cormection between peace anut Black
‘ " liberation? (chapters S and 6)

Supplemental Reading

1. Robert Allen, Black Awakering in_Capitalist America. New Yaork:

Doubleday, 197@. .

L Xt 0 - —) YA SRR /S _p.44 3 SRS A A 0.4

4. Fhil Forer, ed., The__Elack Fanther Speaks. Fhiladelphia: J.H.
Lippincatt, 1370.

3. James Foremar, The Making of a_ Elack Revalutignary. New York:

Macmilliari, 1572,
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Kings last bock is made up of five lectures delivered over national
Canadian radic four months before he was assassinated. This is the final
statemert . of his sccial and political views. He had confranted rew

problems and spoke boldly:

» « » Af the total sum Qiolatiohs of law by the white man over
the years were calculated ard were compared with the law breaking
of a few days of riots, the hardered criminal would be the white

mar.
He went orn to describe five causes of urban ricots.
.King spoke about his views on youth, war and peace, and nonviolence. He
was urgernt in his moral "imperative for action.”  This book spells cut heow

he would view the USA tocday, all one reed do 1s change the specifics, e.g.
Vietriam to Nicaragua.

Required Reading

Guestions
1. Givernn Kirng's views on using mass civil discbedience against
unemploymert and slum housing how would he be responding to
Reagancmics? (chapter 1)

2. Does King's view an youth helg explain the recent anti-apartheid
movement on campuses against South Africa? (chapters & and 3)

3. How did he interpret ronviclerce as a call to action? (chapter 4)

4. What would King have to say about US policy toward Nicaragua?
{chapter 95)

Supplemerital Reading

1. Haries Walton, The Political Fhiloscphy of Martin Luther King, _Jr.
Westport: Greernwood Fublishing, 1571.

3. Walter Rauschenbusch, Christianity_and_the Sccial Crisis. New York:
Harper and Row, 1964. :

and Wang, 1970.

% David J. Garrow, The FBI1 _and Martin_Luther King, _Jr. New York:
Penguin Books, 1381, ' .

12
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IX - King_and Black Liberation Theology

The Black Church was called to action by the movemernts of the 196@s. QOut
of this came a new theclogical orientation called HElack liberation
theology. Key interpreters of this rew develepment are James Cone, Vivncent
Harding, Gayrand Wilmore, and Correll West.

King helped bring this development about, but it developed (if wnot in
oppesition to) beyord his theclogical positions. Rs it developed, Cone -
peints out strengths (faith and struggle, attack on racism, focus an Black
history and Africa, challerge ta conservatism, and an accent on Rlack
ecumenism) and weaknesses (regative over reaction ta white racism, lack of
social analysis, ecoromic analysis, and sexual analysis). Core goes on to
call for two major shifts in Black theclogy, both of which go beyond King:
(1) ta face the evil of patriarchy and to eliminate it; ard () to use
Marxism as a tool of social analysis to "help christians to see how thirygs
really are.”

Required Reading

-

ack Church, where
5y 1385,

Zia

y

James H. Core, For_ -My Fecple: EL§95_72§9199¥ ar
Have We Been_and Where Are We Going. Marykncll,

Guestions

1. How did King contribute to the development of Black thealogy?
{chapter 1) : .

2, What are the strengths and weakresses of Elack theclogy and the
. Black Church? {(chapter 5)

3. What is the rew role of womern in Elack theclogy? (chapter 6)

4. What is the rew relaticonship between Hlack christians ard Marxisn?
(chapter 9)

Supplemental Reading

'

1. James H. Cone, Black__Theclcgy and Black Power. New York: Seabury
Press, 1969.

2. James H. Cone, A__Black__Theclogy of Libgggglgg. New Yark: J.E.
Lippircott Co., 1578.

3. Jgggs H. Core, The Spirituals_and the Blues. New York: Seabury,
1 . -

5. Cornell West, progheg¥_geliverance!_ﬁn Afro-American__Christianity.
n

Philadelphia: The Westwinister Press, 1382. o=

13
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X - King_and his heirs

The men and women who worked closely with King have established
themselves in different ways, and have often been at cdds. The strongest
organizational development has been Operaticr FUSH (Fecple United to Bave
Humanity) which evolved out of Operation Bread Rasket Chicago chapter, led
by Jesse Jackson. Jackson (1384 candidate for US presidency), along with
Andrew Young (elected to Congress, appointed US ambassador to the United
Nations and currently serving as mayor elect of Atlanta, OGR) have gaived
prominence in the Democratic Party. On the other hand, James Bevel, Hoses
Williams, and Ralph Aberrathy have thrown their loat in with the
Republicans, . ' : '

By far, the mest important claim as heir to Rings legacy has been made by
‘Jesse Jackson. He maintains Kings top qualities of having "a gureat rap,"
and being media smart. Further he has many of the weaknesses - weak
administrator, with little or no follow through on  local struggles. Jesse
Jackson is a militant conservative in the spirit of King. He takes some
positions from the left and some from the right, and maintains a keen serse
of Black middle class pricrities. Jacksan is rurning tc become the
Democratic nomiriee for President in 1988 as he did in 1384. As such Jesse
Jacksorn has ceased being an indeperdernt Elack leader and has rnow Joined the
peclitical establishment. Perhaps the most effective heir to Kings work is
C.T. Vivian, Fresident of the Natioral Anti-Klan Network, Eox 10500,
‘Atlanta, GA 30310Q. '

Required Reading

C.T. Vivian, Black Fower_and_ _the Americarn__Myth. Fhiladelphia: Fortress
Press, 195@. :

“Gluestions
1. Why did King's aséociates end up irn different political camps?
&. Can cne follow King within the mainstream political establishment?

3. Can one be a christian and believe in Revolutiornary Black Power at
the same time?

4, -1f King were alive today would he be more like Jesse—Jacksoﬁ, Ralph
Rbernathy, or C.7T. Vivian?

Supplemental Reading.

i. Barbara Reynclds, Jesse Jackson: The Man, the Movement, _the _Myth.
Chicago: Nelsorn~Hall, 1575,

2. Eddie Stone, Jesse ggggggas‘ﬁiogrgghy of __an__PAmbiticus_Man. Los
fingeles: Holl '

3. Vincent and Rosemarie Harding, A_Way of Faith, A Time of Courage.

Philadelphia: National Organization for PAn  American Revolutionm,
F. 0. Box 2617, 19384, :

4, Vincent Harding, "Black Fower and the American Christ,” ' in Floyd
Barbour, ed. The_Black_Power Revalt. Boston: Porter Seargant,
1968, pages 85-93.

5. Vincent Harding, "The Religion of Black Power,” in Donald Cutler,
ed., The Religious_Situation, 1368. Boston: Beacor Fress, 1969,
pages 3-37.
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Toward A Common Curriculum

The Cooperative Research Network is distributing study ruides as part of a
project in Black studies curriculum development. Ouv purpose is to help
supplement our basic courses, to provide new courses, and to stimulate
others to share their work in curriculum. These course outlines are
available in bulk for use in the classrcom. Sirgle copies are free. Write
for details,

Call for New Courses

The CRN plans to publish more course cutline/study guides. We welcome
suggestions or copies of existing material. Every guide published goes
through a collective editorial process and is a collective praduct.

Acknowledgments This basic work in the development of curricula in Bilack

————————————— =

studies was partza11¥ supperted by a grant from the Fund for Improvement in
Fost Secondary Education. Support” was also giverr by the Afro-American
Studies Prcgram of the University of Mississi pi, the University of
Illircis, and the Cooperative Research Network in glack Studies,

What is the Cooperative Research Network?

The CRN is a cooperative organizatiorn of FKlack studies praofessicnals,
committed intellectuals, and commurity activists. The CRN was developed to
meet the most critical problem facing Elack studies in the mid 198@s, tre
need for research programs. We bhave to stimulate collaborative team
research sc that our substantive thecry ard methodalogical techwique will
be able to fully capture the esserce of the Black experience,

The overall development of Black studies has made advarces through the
standardization «f basic professiconal Norms. Members o«f CRN have
contributed substantially to this in the areas of cammunity service;
Journal publishing, curriculum, theory, and wethcdology. Ovre of the
purpcses of the CRN is to maintain the distribution of material that
defires the state of the art in Black studies.

Our most practical research tocl is the Afrca-Scholar Newsletter -~ a
quarterly listing of professional meetings, published articles and books.
Every sericus student /researcher should subscribe because this is the best

way to stay up to date.

The CRN is based on research work groups. Each group is working within
the paradigm of unity, establishing a rew data base, and reporting results
at professional meetings of Black studies <(e.g., College Language
Association, NCBS, AHSR, NCOPS, etec.) ard the mainstream professions  of
literature, history, sociclogy and political ‘scierce.

The ideological mandate of CRN is
Academic Excellence and Social Responsibility

Interested scholars and students should write:

Cooperative Research Network
Post Office Box 7610
Chicage, IL 60682 USA
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MARTIN LUTHER KING, JTJRa. (1929—1968)

Every American should under-stand and
appreciate King?'s cormtribution to
Black pecple, to all Americans, to
all of humarnity. More i1mpartanmt
tham this, however is the rneed to

realize that Dr. HKivrig" s agernda has
mat beern completed.

Join us in ocur STUDY of Martin Luther King and our
STRUGGLE to transform his dream into concrete
saocial change! Read this study guide — share it

with friends and coworkers — take it to school,
church and urnmion hall.

Bulk coptes available,  weites CRN - ¢« T T T e e

: Nag-ﬁrofzt Urg.
Cooperative Research Network i o
Post Office Box 7610 Fermit No. 1956
Chicago, lllinois 60680 USA

Chicago, Illinols
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